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PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL
Investigative Night Visit to Alloa Tower, Saturday 14 November 2009. 

Owners and Occupants: The National Trust For Scotland.

GHOST CLUB INVESTIGATION SCHEDULE:

17:00 hrs   - Arrive at Alloa Tower.
17:10 hrs   - Equipment placed by Investigators.

18:10 hrs   - Briefing by Joan Green. 

18:25 hrs   - Investigation teams make way to first location.

NB: PLEASE REFER TO THE GHOST ROTA BELOW TO SEE THE GROUP YOU ARE IN AND

THE PARTICULAR LOCATION YOU ARE IN FOR EACH TIMED VIGIL.  THE INFORMATION BELOW IS JUST A SHEDULE TO SHOW THE TIMINGS.

Rota of Investigators / Experiments

Investigation at ALLOA TOWER - ALLOA

Saturday 14 NOVEMBER 2009
PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL
Please also refer to your GHOST CLUB INVESTIGATION SCHEDULE:
ALLOA TOWER

INVESTIGATION GROUPS ROTA OF 8 VIGILS

ALL EQUIPMENT WHICH IS OWNED BY INVESTIGATORS MUST BE BROUGHT TO INVESTIGATION.

_________________________________________________
Investigation Co-ordinator:   Derek Green

Team Leaders:
Derek Green



Joan Green



Stephanie MacDonald

Technical Team shall consist mainly of Investigators with Equipment.

Technical Team Leader:
Mark Ord

Technical Team:

Mark Ord




Derek Green

Investigation Support:
Bill Green




Lynn Robertson

Webcam Surveillance:
Lynn Robertson




Craig MacDonald




Mark Ord




Greg Robertson




Derek Green




Joan Green




Andy Glanville 

Responsibility of Team Leader is to ensure that Group vigils run to time.

INVESTIGATION GROUPS ROTA OF 8 VIGILS

GROUP 1


GROUP 2









Derek Green (Co-ordinator)
Stephanie MacDonald (Team Leader)

Chris De Rosa


Lisa Bowell

Bill Green


Fiona Bisset
Craig McDonald


Greg Robertson
GROUP 3

Joan Green (Team Leader)
Marco Piva
Andy Glanville
Kay Robertson

TECHNICAL TEAM (To circulate between both groups)

BASE AREA: GROUND FLOOR

Vigil
Time
Location
Time Allocation
Group Number

1
18:30 - 19:00 hrs
Great Hall

30 Minutes
2



Solar Room

30 Minutes
1


Charter Room
 30 Minutes
3

Cams – Lynn Robertson
EXPERIMENT – AUTOMATIC HAND WRITING LAST 15 MINUTES.

__________________________________________________

2
19:05 - 19:35 hrs
Great Hall

30 Minutes
3


Solar Room

30 Minutes
2


Charter Room
 30 Minutes
1

Cams – Lynn Robertson

EXPERIMENT – SILENT VIGIL, PHOTOGRAPHS, EMF AND TEMPERATURES

__________________________________________________

3
19:40 - 20:10 hrs
Great Hall

30 Minutes
1


Solar Room

30 Minutes
3



Charter Room
 30 Minutes
2

Cams – Craig MacDonald

EXPERIMENT – COMMUNICATION, QUESTION & ANSWERS, KNOCKS & RAPS.

__________________________________________________

4
20:15 - 20:45 hrs
Turnpike Stair

30 Minutes
ALL
Cams – Mark Ord

GROUP 1 LOWER HALF OF STAIR.

GROUP 2 MIDDLE OF STAIR.
GROUP 3 TOP OF STAIR.


__________________________________________________


20:45 - 21:15 hrs
BREAK

30 Minutes

__________________________________________________

5
21:20 - 21:50 hrs
Ground Floor

30 Minutes
ALL

Cams – Greg Robertson

EXPERIMENT - CIRCLE

__________________________________________________

6
21:55 - 22:25 hrs
Charter Room

30 Minutes
ALL

Cams – Lynn Robertson & Derek Green
EXPERIMENT - CIRCLE

__________________________________________________

7
22:30 - 22:55 hrs
Great Hall

30 Minutes
ALL
Cams – Lynn Robertson & Joan Green

EXPERIMENT - CIRCLE



__________________________________________________

8
23:00 - 23:30 hrs
Solar Room
 30 Minutes
1



Ground Floor
 30 Minutes
2



Turnpike Stair
 30 minutes
3

Cams – Andy Glanville

__________________________________________________

Temperature Monitors will be placed in the following locations:
GROUND FLOOR

GREAT HALL

CHARTER ROOM

SOLAR ROOM

Beam Barriers will be placed in the following location:

CHARTER ROOM

No Trigger Objects 
_____________________________________________________________________

HISTORY 

"Dating from the 1300s, this fine medieval tower house is one of the largest, best designed and constructed of its type in Scotland. (Completed by 1497, with later alterations). Of special interest are the original oak roof beams, medieval groin vaulting, a pit dungeon and the original internal well. 

It was the home of a distinguished Scottish family,from the 15th century until c1800. By the late 17th century a mansion house and other buildings had been added which made more changes, both modernising yet preserving the tower and mansion to complement an ambitious and extensive planned landscape around this home and stretching down to the River Forth. It was at this time the domed Italianate staircase leading to the Great Hall was added. 

The interior is splendid and there is a fine collection of family portraits and memorabilia on display
ALLEGED ACTIVITY 

Alleged phenomena centres on different floors of the building, there have been regular sightings of an apparition on the first floor and an apparition has been witnessed on the turnpike stair.  Members of staff and guests have also had the feelings of being touched or followed.  Sensitives have claimed to sense different atmospheres in the building.
Ghost Club Investigation notes

Note – rough plans and layouts drawn up during a previous visit by Dave Alderton. All following location names taken from tour information and guide book.

All lights, lighting sockets, wall heaters, distribution boards and sources of EMF and temperature monitored.

PLAN
General Layout From Alloa Tower guide book with additions by Dave Alderton.
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NOTE 1 – plans not drawn to scale but to demonstrate possible EMF sources and other environmental impacts.

Official Report compiled by Derek Green from notes of the Investigators
The following information has been taken from the notes of the investigators present and where possible notes have been copied verbatim and listed by location.

OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION REPORT
VIGIL ONE

LOCATION: ALLOA TOWER – SOLAR ROOM 

TIME: 18:45 HRS

TEMPERATURE: 8.2oC

INVESTIGATORS: GROUP 1

OUTSIDE WEATHER CONDITIONS: DRY AND WINDY
Derek asked out and followed by asking for soldiers to try and open the door and enter into the Solar Room.  Chris commented that he was sure he had witnessed a small light over by the door beside the archway but it was very small.  At 18:52 hrs, the temperature was recorded at 10.4C and 0mG.  Chris then added that he was seeing lights above the door to the Guarderobe.  Chris then stated that he was receiving a mental image of a man in a tunic, with white hose.  A big man in build and Chris said he was having  difficulty in standing still.  Chris had become aware at the start of the vigil that the gentleman had been watching everyone enter the room,  The man was carrying a double scroll with a seal on it and it looked like an official document.  Chris felt it had something to do with the army although the gentleman was not linked the army.  It was possible that the gentleman was to do with the King’s Guards.  Chris was aware that the document had a French connection and this document was connected to Stirling Castle.  Chris added the name Charles came through, money was involved and it was connected to the King’s Guard, 1500’s.
Chris was not sure if the money was involving protection or a property.  Craig noted that this was the time of the Union of the Crowns and added that his torch had failed twice in five minutes.  Chris then added there was a woman  present who was not as regal as the man but was connected.  Chris sensed a woman screaming and he stated he was not sure about conflicting opinions.  Chris then felt a connection to the Jacobites, a Celtic cross was lying smashed and then Chris then said he was getting confused as he was being shown things very quickly.  A Little boy was sensed again and a group of Jacobites arguing.  At 19:12 hrs, a loud bang was heard on the door of the Solar Room but nobody was outside when it was checked.
VIGIL ONE

LOCATION: ALLOA TOWER - THE GREAT HALL 

TIME: 18:45 HRS

INVESTIGATORS: GROUP 2 

Lisa reported feeling very sick, dizzy and light headed at the stairwell and was sensing a large rough looking male, grey beard, round face, dark hair , long to his ears.  At 18:50 hrs, Lisa sensed a woman dressed all in black with a rough round her collar walking down middle of the hall.  Lisa then corrected herself and said the dress the woman was wearing was a very dark blue and added that the dress was velvet and that keys were hanging from the dress, she was very pale and aristocratic.
At 18:55 hrs, Lynn sensed a male hanging from the ceiling and she felt her throat constricted and the impression of a dark brown all in one suit which buttoned up the back.  Lynn also sensed she was bare footed.  Lisa then became aware of a guard in full armour and Lynn, Lisa and Stephanie all noted the smell of sewage and Lynn still had a tight feeling around her throat.  An automatic handwriting experiment was conducted with nothing recorded.
VIGIL ONE

LOCATION: ALLOA TOWER - THE CHARTER ROOM 

TIME: 18:45 HRS

INVESTIGATORS: GROUP 3 

Marco tried an automatic handwriting experiment with nothing recorded.  The team then sat around the central table and Joan recorded the temperature of 15C.

The following is an account from Andy Glanville in his own words.

“Joan was walking about the room taking temperatures and shortly after settling down I felt a very definite poke on the flesh bit of my left shoulder.  It was like a finger was pressed firmly down.  As soon as this happened I assumed it was Joan and immediately looked round, but she was several feet away from me and though she probably can move like greased lightening she would not have had time to move back so soon.  I moved my left shoulder around in all sorts of ways to try to replicate the sensation and I was wearing more than one layer of clothing but with a negative result.  This was a first for me.  I have had a few interesting experiences in the past but never anything physical like this which could not have been imagined.
During the rest of the vigil, Kay on two occasions saw light conditions changing at the door into the room.
VIGIL TWO

LOCATION: ALLOA TOWER - THE CHARTER ROOM 

TIME: 19:20 HRS

TEMPERATURE: 15.2oC

INVESTIGATORS: GROUP 1
Craig McDonald noted at 19:29 hrs the sound of sssht heard twice, he thought his torch was making noises but it wasn’t.  At 19:30 hrs, he heard the same sound again.
Derek reported seeing what looked like movement in the corner of the room and Chris stated that he sensed that the painting above the piano had more to do with Linlithgow Palace and he said the area Avon or Avonbridge was possibly connected to the woman.  The sound of a woman’s soft scream was heard to eminate from the turnpike stair, Derek and Craig investigated but could find no source of the noise.

VIGIL TWO

LOCATION: ALLOA TOWER  - THE SOLAR ROOM 

TIME: 19:20 HRS

INVESTIGATORS: GROUP 2

A quiet vigil was recorded.  A circle was formed but no response.  Stephanie then tried some knock and raps but with no response.  Lisa did comment on an energy of a female dressed in medieval dress moving around the room.
VIGIL TWO

LOCATION: ALLOA TOWER - THE GREAT HALL
TIME: 19:20 HRS

INVESTIGATORS: GROUP 3

At 19:30 hrs, Kay heard a small bell ring very clearly beside the Cradle.  She described it as like a servants’ hand bell.
VIGIL THREE

LOCATION: ALLOA TOWER - THE GREAT HALL 

TIME: 19:45 HRS

INVESTIGATORS: GROUP 1

The vigil opened with Derek asking a series of questions and answers relating to the great hall.  Out of 10 questions asked there would appear to have been 4 knocking responses.
20:00 hrs, Chris could smell a strong perfume.  Bill confirmed that there was a smell but he was not sure what is was - but it was scented.  Derek then asked out and Lynn said she could feel something flapping round about her.  Bill reported a cold sensation around his legs and Chris said he was really cold.  Lynn then added that she sensed a male presence around Chris wearing black riding boots with spurs.  Lynn felt the man was waiting for someone to speak to him.  He had a scroll in his right hand and it was tied with a ribbon, he was wearing a hat with what looked like a plumage on it and he was quite anxious due to being left waiting for a long time.  Lynn added there was a disfiguration on the left hand side of his face.  Derek was standing facing the door leading to the turnpike stair and he could plainly see a clear chink of light from under the door.  Derek then suddenly saw a shadow which looked like the shape of large boots.  Derek rushed to the door and opened it – no one was there.  The door was then closed and Derek returned to the area he had been standing and the full chink of light was clearly visible again.

Chris then said he was really cold and Derek checked his body temperature which was 24C and suddenly dropped to 19C.  At the same time both Lynn and Chris both heard footsteps which sounded like walking on gravel but the sound was coming from inside the room.  Bill reported to Derek very cold sensations around his legs.  Derek recorded a further temperature drop to 17C on Chris’s body.  Lynn said she could sense a number on Chris’s forehead with the number 284705.  Chris then said he felt as though he was 16 years of age and had the feeling that he had been executed.  Derek and Lynn were now convinced that there was movement behind the door with the chink of light, but nobody was there when they both checked the area.  Chris then spoke aloud saying “I know I am not a traitor, but feel I am being treated like one”.  Chris then said he felt that the 16 year old boy had approached 14 men with information which he was to pass onto the men.  Derek then asked Chris some questions and Chris confirmed that the 14 men had received the boy’s message and he was to wait for an answer but never got it, as he was disposed of by the group of men..  Derek asked Chris what was in the document, Chris replied that he did not know as it was sealed with a stamp.  When Chris ended the Communication his temperature very quickly returned to normal.
VIGIL THREE

LOCATION: ALLOA TOWER - THE CHARTER ROOM 

TIME: 19:45 HRS

INVESTIGATORS: GROUP 2

Knocks and Raps were conducted by the team but nothing conclusive was reported.  Some impressions were received but nothing evidential was recorded.  At 20:10 hrs, the temperature jumped from 17.2C to 29C then back to 17.2C.  This was the only anomaly reported.
VIGIL THREE

LOCATION: ALLOA TOWER - THE SOLAR ROOM 

TIME: 19:45 HRS

INVESTIGATORS: GROUP 3

Question and Answer experiment was conducted but due to some wind and rattling of windows this experiment could not be validated.  At 20:00 hrs, Kay, Marco and Andy all heard a growl and Kay also heard sounds of someone gasping for breath.
VIGIL FOUR

LOCATION: ALLOA TOWER - THE TURNPIKE STAIR 

TIME: 20:25 HRS

INVESTIGATORS: FULL TEAM

Nothing significant was reported other than a very strange odorous smell which seemed to climb the turnpike stair very slowly.  The smell rose from the foot to the top of the stair.  At 20:38 hrs, Craig observed a large candle holder move and rattle by itself behind Derek.  Derek was aware of the same noise but had his back to the area in question.  There was no wind and Derek was at least three feet away from the object.
VIGIL FIVE

LOCATION: ALLOA TOWER - THE GROUND FLOOR
TIME: 21:30 HRS

INVESTIGATORS: FULL TEAM
A circle was formed with the following:
Lisa

Chris

Andy

Lynn

Marco

· Lynn opened the circle

· Sitters feel a breeze from bottom of stair.  Lynn senses someone between her and marco.

· Marco senses someone with problems with left eye.

· Derek calls out for temperature drop or touch.

· Lynn senses someone to her left.

· Chris senses the Covenanters Declaration and senses a box, with dark wood, elaborately carved.
· Lynn smells a bad odour.

· Lynn senses a serving wench standing to her left wearing a cap, shoulder length hair, dark blue skirt.  Lynn is also aware of an old gentleman who is sitting struggling for breath.  The lady is looking after him.
· Stephanie is sensing a highwayman.

· Lynn senses surname Murdoch.

· Lynn says the lady is handing the old gentleman a stick with a jewel on the top which comes off.  The man is drooling out the side of his mouth.  Lynn feels he has had a stroke.  The lady is whispering to the man.  Her name is Shirley, she curtseys and moves away.

· Circle closed at 20:05hrs.

Craig witnesses two flashes of light during circle and footsteps were heard coming from the Great Hall.
VIGIL SIX

LOCATION: ALLOA TOWER - THE CHARTER ROOM 

TIME: 22:10 HRS

INVESTIGATORS: FULL TEAM
A circle was formed with the following:
Joan

Marco

Lisa

Chris

· Joan opens the Circle.

· Lisa is very cold.

· Lisa is getting the impression of a woman called Kathleen, slim, dark hair and she is family.

· Talk of flu in the house 1918.

· Lisa senses the name Frances.

· Circle closed.

VIGIL SEVEN

LOCATION: ALLOA TOWER - THE GREAT HALL 

TIME: 22:45 HRS

INVESTIGATORS: FULL TEAM
A circle is formed with the following sitters:
Derek

Chris

Marco

Lynn

· Lynn opens the Circle.

· Joan asks out.

· Derek talks about a gold box, gold carvings and jewels.

· Three letters inside the box all bound up like scrolls.  Twelve people to witness the opening of the box.  Two signatures are required on the Scrolls.  There is a bag of gold coins and a pouch handed to gentleman.  Three scrolls are signed and returned to the box.

· Lynn becomes aware of a spirit entity called John Orr who steps in between Derek and Lynn.

· Derek says he is asking “Who is Prince Regent?”

· People around thought that he was mad.

· Box is removed by gentleman, Standard shows a lion.

· Lynn receives year 1548.

· Marco sees a flag with yellow in it.

· There is an attempt to take the box by force but attempt has failed.

· Marco senses name Robert.

· Lynn senses name Robert Owen.

· Lynn sees a box with inscription of an eagle on it.

VIGIL EIGHT

LOCATION: ALLOA TOWER - THE SOLARROOM 

TIME: 23:20 HRS

INVESTIGATORS: GROUP 1
A quiet vigil.
VIGIL EIGHT

LOCATION: ALLOA TOWER - THE GROUND FLOOR
TIME: 23:20 HRS

INVESTIGATORS: GROUP 2
A quiet vigil.
VIGIL EIGHT

LOCATION: ALLOA TOWER - THE CHARTER ROOM 

TIME: 23:20 HRS

INVESTIGATORS: GROUP 3
Andy Glanville reported feeling a change to the atmosphere which was now heavy compared to earlier.
END OF INVESTIGATION

_________________________________________________________________

SUMMING UP

Firstly on behalf of the Ghost Club Council, our investigation team and myself, I would like to take this opportunity to offer my sincere thanks to Mrs Alison Fraser - Senior Assistant of Alloa Tower, John Guyan - NTS Guide and the National Trust For Scotland, for all their help and kindness in making this investigation possible for members of the Ghost Club.

I would also like to thank Alison and John on behalf of all my team for providing free tea and coffee all night and a lovely selection of chocolate biscuits.

I would like to sum up the third investigation at Alloa Tower as having been a very quiet night.  There were a few interesting moments during the investigation.  The first was being the incident in the Charter Room in vigil one with Group 3.  Andy Glanville was left with the most definite impression that someone or something had definitely poked him in the shoulder.  As Andy says himself in his own words “This is a first for me”.  Over the years there have been alleged reports of visitors being touched.  Secondly on at least two visits to Alloa Tower there does seem to have been a general feeling among investigators that something does go on as it were in the area of the door leading from the Great Hall through to the Turnpike Stair.  Thirdly was some of the strange Auditory phenomena that was heard within the building.  Looking over the report most of the night did consist of sensitive impressions which sadly at times can be very difficult to validate.

In conclusion of the three investigations conducted at Alloa Tower, I feel the building maybe prone to sporadic activity.  This may explain why it does seem to be a building of very different moods which The Ghost Club have experienced on three different occasions.
This certainly is a building with a very happy atmosphere and definitely feels as though it was indeed a family home and most certainly worth a visit if you’re in the area
I would still like to keep the file on Alloa Tower open but I would agree with the rest of the team that the third investigation was totally different from the 2007/2008 investigations..  

Finally I once again would like to take this opportunity in thanking Alison Fraser, John Guyon and the National Trust for Scotland for very kindly allowing The Ghost Club the chance to investigate this fantastic property.

Derek Green

Area Investigation Co-ordinator (Scotland)

Friday 16 April 2010.
